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Editorial

The 5th Athens International Theatre/Drama & Education Conference took place in Athens, Greece on 17-18-19 of March 2006. It was a rather extended conference, including an IDEA (International Drama/Theatre & Education Association) Regional Meeting, as well as a two-week vast variety of performances, workshops a nd cultural events in 6 Greek cities. Over 520 people attended the works of this international gathering, which brought together scholars, teachers, educators, artists, activists, students, practitioners and researchers from 22 different countries.

The core of the Conference was extended in 3 days, consisting of 5 keynote speeches, 30 paper presentations, 75 practical workshops, round tables, panels, poster presentations, film screenings and artistic performances.

Various approaches on theatre, drama and perform ance arts were made during the workshops and papers sessions, reflecting the multiplicity of this field worldwide: Drama in Education, Theatre in Education, Theatre for Development, Dramatic Play, Dramatherapy, Psychodrama, and many other different concepts and forms. There was also a variety of theatre styles included, such as Devised Theatre, Commedia dell' Arte, Shadow Theatre, Mime, Puppetry, as well as a range of different art forms: Dance, Music, Visual Arts, Video-art, Animation, Film, Story-telling.

The Conference theme

The Conference's title, "Theatre/Drama & Education: Creating New Roles for the 21st Century", reflects the reality that needs to be faced both by educators and artists of today. Questions and thoughts regarding the profile of a rapidly changing world, suggestions on strategies and approaches of a more humanized, creativity orientated and thought-provoking education for students of every age, provocations for a more sensitized and multicultural nurturing, were only a few of the contributions made over the three days.

Contributors (workshop leaders, paper presenters, keynote speakers) touched different areas of the performing arts & education field: intercultural education, the "self" and the "other", self expression & creativity, creative and cooperative learning through theatre & aesthetics or artistic expression, were only a few. Theatre and Drama were regarded both as an art form and as a learning tool, as well as a means for social transformation and for social intervention.

The Conference Organizers were happy to have received very positive feedback, which

showed that in overall:

- delegates felt satisfied to have participated in an international conference, an international celebration of theatre/drama & education, which filled them with new experiences, inspiration and motivation for more creative work in their field;

- the conference motivated more and more people who work with children, youth but also adults, to integrate theatre/drama and performance arts in their practice;

- there was a shared wish for creating a solid ground for research and practice, to be submitted to policy makers and the Greek state;

- there was a common belief that further research on theatre and drama, all around the world will result in further discussions and negotiations about it's role within schools in this country.

The Publication

It is the organizers' strong belief that the publication of the conference proceedings should act as a record of everything that occurred during these days. Nevertheless, this publication includes all papers and workshop descriptions s ubmitted in time to the editing team. All texts

are listed in alphabetical order, according to the authors' surnames.
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